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ASBESTOS

THE GLOBAL ASBESTOS CONGRESS —
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

LETTER FROM THE PRESI DENT

The d obal Asbestos Congress took place

Dear Member in Osasco, S o Paulo, Brazil from

Septenber 17-20, 2000. More than four
At the end of Novenber it is planned thathitndreed delegates from thirty-two
will be a full Board neeting. One of tHxOWRihies participated in events which
topics will be of course the conferencd ngéxxded plenary sessions, workshops and
year which will be in Minich. Mght | Feuanddtables, a photographic exhibition,
you of the date which is 18 and 19 May 2004i.deo screenings and a nusical tribute to

the asbestos victims. The international
It promises to be an exceptional confersngeificance of this conference was
and there is already an unusual ampuntfrejfnforced by the participation of the
interest. W are likely to concentratel RhERN@ti onal Labour Organisation and other
on nedical negligence and damages arisiingternational and national trade unions,
out of road traffic accidents and | hop¥icéimpe support groups and occupational
able to circulate a detailed progranme iandtlgavironmental health associations.
next bulletin.

Bringi ng together |eading international

W are pleased with the progress that is asdiasjos experts from many subject disciplines
made with regard to nenmbership. It and professions produced interesting
however an endl ess task and at the sane tdifgcussions from which energed plans for new
as appreciating your efforts | would askiybti @bi ves:
continue to think of appropriate new nenbers ' _
and encourage themmake contact with « the founding of a quarterly Latin

WOl fgang or to g| ve Wl fgang t heir Aneri can Journal on ashbestos issues;



an asbestos conference on South TOBACCO LI Tl GATI ON:
Anerican i ssues to be held in Buenos

Aires in August, 2001; SUCCESS FOR OUR NORVWEG AN MEMBER

a new tel ephone hotline for asbestos CARL GUNNAR SANDVOLD

and other occupational illness victins

i n Japan; On 27" Cctober the PEOPIL office received
cooperation between Italian del egat emn Email from our nenmber Goanar

and UK specialists on a nesothelionmeSandvol d sayi ng:
nur si ng program

di scussi ons between Sl oveni an and The Norwegi an Suprenme Court has today
Italian health and safety activists amarded our client full Wor kmens

j oi nt ventures; Conpensation as she got lung cancer in 1992

t he | aunching of anti-asbestos due to her own snoking and passive
canpai gns in Ml aysia and India; snoking in the night club where she still work:
cooperation on compensation issues One l ung was removed in -92,

bet ween Sout h American and and she is now well and works 50% in a non-
Eur opean | awyers; smoking bar. The conpensation will be

a possi bl e consuner boycott of gooddNOK 2.420.000,- and about NOK 450.000,- in
produced by conpani es whi ch deny costs. The Appeal Court gave her only

conpensati on to asbestos victins; 75% due to her own snoking, which they
the establishnment of a d obal Asbestrosgar ded as gross negli gent. We
Congress Virtual Network. appeal ed, and the suprene court disagreed

with the Appeal Court and gave 100%

The conference al so pronpted:

A

A nore detailed report will be published at
t he stunning declaration by the Maydrater date.
of Osasco that he woul d encourage hiWR
city council to nake GCsasco one of the
first cities in Brazil to ban the use of
asbest 0s; . . Judgment of the Court of Justice in Case C-
t he announcenment of a joint nedical 168/ 98
initiative between the Munt Sinai

Hospital in New York and the GCsasco GRAND DUCHY of LUXEMBOURG v

Hospi tal ; . EUROPEAN PARLI AMENT and COUNCI L of
a statenment signed by the trade t he EUROPEAN UNI ON
unionists calling for an international

ban on asbest os; THE COURT REJECTS THE ACTI ON

an offer fromS o Paul o s House of BROUGHT BY THE GRAND DUCHY OF
Deputies to exhibit the South African LUXEMBOURG AND CONFI RMS THE
phot ographi ¢ exhibition during the VALIDI TY OF THE DI RECTI VE TO
peri od when the state s ban asbestos FACI LI TATE PRACTI CE OF THE
law wi | | be di scussed. PROFESSI ON OF LAWER ON A
PERMANENT BASIS IN A MEMBER STATE
Congress CD, which will include many OTHER THAN THAT IN WHI CH THE

of the plenary and poster presentations andQUALI Fl CATI ON WAS OBTAI NED

extra- Congress subnmi ssions (as approved
by the CD editors) is being conpil ed.
notice will appear on the | BAS webs
(www. i bas. bti nternet.co.uk) when the

Source: International Ban Asbestos

TRe Court considers that the directive does not
it &Nt ail discrimnation agai nst national |awers
CDg ensures consuner protection and the
proper admni stration of justice; since it
concerns the nutual recognition of professional
titles, it was pernmissible for the directive to

avai |l abl e.

Secretari at

For nore information contact Ms Laurie &dopted by a qualified najority

Kazan

Al l en, Coordi nator, PO Box 93

Stanmore HA7 4GR, England, UK A directive of the European Parlianent and the
Tel. 0044 (0) 20 '8958 3887' Counci| of the European Union of 16 February

Fax 0044 (0) 20 8958 9424

Emi | ;

1998, adopted by a qualified mpjority, provides

i bas@ kaz. denon. co. uk that any lawer is to be entitled to pursue his

activities on a permanent basis in another
Menber State, under his hone-country



advi ce on the law of his home Menber Statesuppl ementing the Community system

on Comunity law, on international |aw andMeoinch is intended to authorise the

the law of the host Menber State. unrestricted practice of the profession of
The exercise of that right is not subject ltawper under the professional title of the
adaptation period or aptitude test. Joint host Menber Statend that it was therefore
practice of the profession of |lawer in theertusisible for it to be adopted by a qualified
Menber State is also authorised on certaimmjority.

condi tions. Last, the Court finds that the Council and the
The Grand Duchy of Luxenbourg has Parliament have satisfied the obligation to
requested the Court of Justice of the Eurgmean de reasons inposed in respect of
Communities to annul that directive. In itseasweves of general application.

that neasure introduces a difference in In those circunstances, the Court rejects the
treatnent as between national and mgrant application for annul nent.

| awyers and does not guarantee adequate Source: European Court of Justice

consumer protection or the proper

adm ni stration of justice.

Furthernore, according to the Grand Duchy, The June Hancock Award

the directive ought to have been adopted, not

by a qualified majority, but unaninmously, Speech given by Laurie Kazan-Allen in
because of the amendnents to the conditions Paris

governing training and access to the profession

that it inposes at national |evel. We are here today to honour two peopl e:

The Court recalls that the fundanental June Hancock, an unassumi ng Engli shwoman
principle of equal treatnent requires thatfrom a small industrial town, and Henri

conpar abl e situations should not be treatdéeierat, a renown French toxicologist who is
a different manner. It considers that thatwith us here today. Having known both of
principle is not infringed by the directi vuehemincé is ny very great pleasure to tell vy
a mgrant |lawer practising under his honmmbout these two remarkable people. June
country professional title is, objectivel ydamnoo@k was a | ady from Yorkshire in the north
situation different fromthat of a natiowdl Engl and. An ordinary person, so she said,
| awyer. Mgrant |awers are forbidden to osmoyl oved her famly, her dogs and Leeds
out certain activities and, with regard tadJineed Football Cub. But | have to tell you
representation and defence of clients in |[kga¢ was not, in any sense of the word,
proceedi ngs, are subject to certain obligatidinsary. Everyone who net her, including the
According to the Court, the directive whi dh gineCourt Judge who presided over her case,
Grand Duchy seeks to have annull ed containsas inpressed by her sincerity, dignity and
rules intended to protect consuners and tacourage.

ensure the proper adm nistration of justice.

Thus, the mgrant |awer’s professional titllen 1982 June s Mther died twelve | ong
informs consunmers about his initial trainmgthbknafter she had been diagnosed with a
addition, the directive provides that nigrtaetm nal diseddsotheliom killed her. At

| awyers’ activities are subject to certainhat tine, a doctor said that the disease ha

restrictions and, noreover, that such | aweoksably been caused by living near an
nmust observe the sane rul es of professionasbestos textile factory in the town of Arme
conduct as those inposed on | awers Later June said: | wish we d done something

practi sing under the professional title ofat hehe tinme about Mim but what do you do
host Menber State. Finally, like the latteshen you are totally bereft and grief-stricken.
m grant |awers nust be covered by

prof essi onal insurance and be subject to In 1994, lightening hit the sane fanily agai
di sciplinary rules. when June was diagnosed with this terrible
The Court therefore considers that, by di sease. June knew only too well what the

rel easing migrant lawers fromthe obligatfitnute® held in store; she had seen her Mot her
prove in advance know edge of the nationalsuffering and knew that everyday tasks woul d
| aw applicable in the host Menber State, tlhhecone increasingly difficult. Nobody nade
directive has not abolished the requirenentorofshire puddings |ike June. Every Sunday,
know edge of that law, but nerely all owed daugbter Kinberley and sons Russell and

be gradually assim | ated through practice.Gareth brought their famlies to June s house
Furthernore, the Court considers that thefor a traditional Sunday |unch. Lack of breat
directive establa sieshani sm for the would put an end to this happy occasion.
mut ual recoanition of bprofessional titl®skina her bhel oved doas for wal ks and aoina to



watch Leeds United play football would FRdrsomany years, he was ignored; sonetinmes
end. June knew that her tinme was limtiediculed and often dism ssed as a leftis
Nevert hel ess she was determ ned to seékouble nmaker. |Is he a trouble maker? Let s fir
justice for her Mther, her own famly and.for

ot her asbestos victins. The conpany which

had caused so much hardship and In 1975Henri coordi nated the first
unhappi ness nust answer for what they hasbestos actions at Jussieu. These included
done. strikes, assenblies and negotiations. He was

the first one to realise the scale of the prob
The culprit was TuNeeal & Limted, the at the Universidysgsifeu. He al so foresaw,
parent conpany which had exerted ultindtomg before the rest of us, the huge price th

control at Ahd ey factofgN s 40, 000 French asbestos and other workers would pay
enpl oyees in 24 countries generated af®2 the privilege of earning a living. Builc
billion turnover in 1995. No one had everaltlakemces with the unions was crucial to th

a UK asbestos conpany to court fostruggle at JussHemri contacted the

envi ronnent al asbestos exposure before. Jaskestos workers at Feroddnmasal and

did. On Cctober 27, 1995 the Court rul ed togkeher they protested the status quo. The

favour. The conpany appealed. On April rasult of this collaboration was the fir

1996 the Court of Appeal dism ssed theigislation against asbestos in France.

appeal . June had won. That victory established

a legal precedent which has nade it easierHdrori realised that as a scientist he had t

other UK asbestos victins to obtaiespond to social needs and issues of public

conpensati on. health. Henri changed the enphasis of his

work and he started to research the toxicity

When she won, June said the ruling provasbestos and other fibres. This new directior

t hat: No matter how small you are, youmeadn against the scientific climte of the ti

fight and no matter how big you are, yolkreaoh scientists were encouraged to favour

| ose. June defied her doctors. In Juneth&9@bestos industry position by the infanpus

she had been given two years to live. CB#%¢ The CPA was an effective and

survived for 3.5 years. Her nenory |lives encnessful industry tool but iHentrhesend,

only in UK case law but as an inspiratiomitgh alrleputation and his solid scientifii

t hose, solicitors, barristers, meali guaent s obliged others to enter and not

researchers, doctors, nurses, televisiongremé the debate.

newspaper journalists, health and safety

activists, who knew and respected the quietHdnrti s invol verrent was pivotal in the effort

determined nature with which she fouglt build the international Ban Asbestos

agai nst her illness and the corporati onMdaeabnt. The conferences in Mlan and Sao

had caused it Paul o were the acorns from which the now

huge international novenment has grown. His

When | told Kinberley, June s daughter,scientific experience and abilities were cruci

about this award she wote to ne: We iaresecuring the foundation of this novenent.

absol utely delighted and so proud too aficutability and willingness to review supposedl
the award being nade in Mum s nane. Wai ndependent academ c papers written under
Mum achi eved was incredible, and we knawe influence of the industry were

that if she were here today, she woul dndmparable. The generosity of his tine and
continuing the battle against this evil asbsstesable nental abilities were pivotal ove
| egacy. W& nust continue to raise awarenmsé over again. He nmade a friend out of the
locally, nationally and internationally ameditdhes®d t hrough his efforts, asbestos issues
awards certainly do that. It is so very fowuhdnatel ace in the pagébnadke.Le
that there are organisations and people, Ilike
Mum who are prepared to dedicate so much Al the whiHenri renmi ned concerned
time and effort to this vital cause, ambootterhe situation in France; studying the
agai nst the odds. nmortality rates for nesotheliom, worrying
about the lack of conpensation for the victins
June s famly were delighted to learn tha continuously criticised the fallacy of
Henri Pezerat was to receive The Juoentrolled use whigmofh, Brouchard and a
Hancock Award. For over twenty-five yehos of other scientists) hide behind. He dre
HenriPezerat has sought to nake the Frenattention over and over again to the
governnent, unions and public aware of dgdwernnment s selective blindness when it cane
horrific | enacv ashestos has left in histooashast os issues. Freauent contact with the



ex-Anm sol and other workers produced the ideaures, it will be nore inportant than ever t.
of a local Association against asbestostalRéiaccount of consuners attitudes and to
was to eventually grow into ANDEVA, tdefend their interests.”

social novenent in France, which has been

responsi bl e for nmaking the government aware

of its responsibilities, putting an end t &oblde Safkety

and securing a unilateral ban on asbestdbeilresident stated that food safety has been

France. The French ban was pivotal; afhtpriority for the Conmi ssion fromthe very
France banned asbestos, the UK followed samrt of its termin office. Al though overall,
did the European Union. i n Europe has probably never been safer,
consuner confidence has been deeply shaken
And even now Henri continues his by a series of food crises. The i nmedi ate task

i nvol venment with asbestos issues in Frascéo restore confidence by tightening up

and abroad. H's work over nmany years hel pedcks and controls where there is any doubt
pave the way for the creation of alkout food safety. "Consumers in Europe
international solidarity network which isighhew expect their food to be the safest int
force in the face of increasing global iweoatiddinhe sai d. PreBrdéntexpressed his

This new concept of public health and socnalction that confidence can only be
activism owes nmuchHeori s efforts andrestored, by adopting an integrated food policy
vision. | know that June would have bmsmrering the whole food chain. There is a need
proud for this award to be presented totldespell out clearly the responsibilities of
Pezerat: dedicated scientist and canpai gneducers, Menber States and the

who identified a problem and persisted iGonhi ssion and to nodernise food |egislation
efforts to achieve conpensation for asbesttisa single coherent body of |aw.

victinse and protection foe the rest of Uhefpobiication of the Wiite Paper on Food
this deadly fibre. It is with great pleaSafetiyyhan Danuary 2000 nmar ked an inportant
present the June Hancock Award to Hennilestone on this path. President Prodi was

Pezer at . pl eased that another inportant step was nmade
just two weeks ago, when the Conmi ssion
sent the European Parliament and Council its
Presi dent Prodi Opens Annual Assenbly aofroposals for setting up an independent
Consumer Associations in Europe Eur opean Food Authority. He said "The two
key functions of this Authority should be risk
Conm ssi on Presidétamano Prodi, at assessnent and ri sk communi cation. The
t he openi ng of the Annual Assenbly of Conmi ssion needs to receive sound, science-
Consuner Associations in Europe, based ri sk assessnments on which to base our

underlined the inportance of consumer food safety policy. Qur food scientists nust
policy as one of the key tools for inpraviamge clearly independent from policy-

the quality of life of European citizensmkers. This transparency in setting food
President Prodi told the Assenbly " If theeey rules will go a |long way towards

is one message | want you all to take hamstoring public confidence, and we trust the
it is this: the European Union exists fé&uropean Parlianent and Council wll act
benefit of its citizens and it is Europewsftly on our proposals."

citizens who nust shape Europe s future."”

Presi derrodi recalled that the Ansterdam BSE

Treaty commits the EU to high | evel of Comrenti ng on recent events the President
consuner protection and to integrating said "It is ironic that the results of the extr.
consuner policy into other commpn policiesreasures put in place by the French

and activities. This Conmi ssion has nmade idutshorities that has |lead to increased concerns
top priority to inprove the quality of |ifWhdtorne can learn fromthe French situation is
Europe s citizens and to deliver practicalttamcheed to prepare consuners for the fact that
ef fective action on issues of real concern nmroved controls may well |ead to nore cases
consuners - issues such as environnment, being found. Also there is a need to see the
energy, health food safety, products safettyta- nunber of BSE cases in relation to the
comerce, transport, living and working size of the total cattle popul ation. President
conditions, security and justice. Prodi inforned the assenbly about the recent
Presi derfrodi extended a warm wel comre to positive opinion of the Standing Veterinary
representatives fromcandi date countries wamrittee to extend testing for BSE, which he
are participating in the Assenbly. "In thesel comred. He added, " | believe that the
enlaraed FUU with all its rich diversitv afeasures that are in nlace to ensure the safetv



of beef are sufficient to ensure the high e not professional or |egal advice.
standard of safety that consuners expect.

Menber States who are responsible for the

i mpl ement ati on of these neasures need to be

vigilant to ensure that they are fully applied."

Role of Civil Society YOUR EMAI L ADDRESS

The President spoke of the inportant role to be

pl ayed by civil society organisations in policy

making. "Only by getting civil society andP®ar Al

citizens fully involved in policy-devel oprment

gan we rrgke Europe transparent gnd . Many of you are now online, and the
enocratically accountabl e. Policy-nmaking

requires the participation of all stakeholREPBIL office would like to kindly ask

That is why the Comm ssion wants consumer you to let us know your Email address in

organi sations and individual consuners to help . ] .
us devel op our consumer policy - and to order to facilitate communications. Sc

i nprove all European policies that concerrpl ease send just a short Email to
consuners. " . : ; )

Presi derfrodi stated that in the sumrer of adm n@eopi | . comi f haven’t done so
2001 the Conmission will publish a Wite already) THANK YOU.
Paper on European Covernance that will WR

propose a nore denocratic decentralised way

of running Europe - a "networking" partnership

bet ween | ocal, regional and national

authorities, European institutions and cfvi ADVANCED ANNOUNCEMVENT
society. "Only a decentralised, "bottomgp"

system of governance will enable us to tfckle PECPI L

the conmplex and interrel ated chal |l enges i

us today." The Wiite Paper is intended t 2001 CONFERENCE
| aunch a wi de public debate, and the deb MUNI CH, GERMANY

must al so be decentralised. President Prgdi 18 & 19 May 2001
told the Consuner Associ ations Assenbly

“You, as part of the policy-meking netwok, The progranme is expected to include:
have an inportant role to play in infor

memper s. _ , MEDI CAL NEGLI GENCE

The Assenbly will continue on Novenber 2 AND

and wi || discuss issues such as consumer ROAD TRAFFI C ACCI DENTS

confidence in e-conmerce and food safety The latest in European |egislaflion
well as the euro, fair trading with cons

safety of services, and consumer partici i ; hear TOP SPEAKERS from adross

i n standardi sation. David Byrne, Comiss Eur ope
for Health and Consuner Protection will

address the Assenbly’s cl osing session o Conference at the Waysrischer Hof
Novenber 24.

Sour ce: European Conmi ssion

Pl ease note that we have changedfour

Di scl ai mer addr ess:
PEOPI L

THE PAN EUROPEAN ORGANI SATI ON 130 Loyd Road
OF PERSONAL | NJURY LAWYERS Nort hampt on NN1 5JA
(PEOPI L) accepts no responsibility or Engl and, UK
Iiability_mhat§oever mﬁ;h regard to t he Tel +44 (051604 628 213
articles in this Bulletin. The articles e : Fax. +44 (0)1604 628 220
« information of a general nature only, Emai | ;_adm n@eopil.com

which is not intended to address the Wb Site: Www. peopil.com

speci fic circunstances of any
particul ar individual or entity;

e not necessarily conprehensive,
conpl ete, accurate or up to date;



